
 

 

 

 

MANOTICK VILLAGE AND COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

MANOTICK LEGION, 5550 ANN ST. HARMONY HALL 

MAY 30, 2017 

7 - 9 P.M. 

MINUTES 

1.  Approximately 45 people attended the meeting, including MVCA board 

members. 

2.  The meeting was called to order at 7:15 p.m. 

3.  The agenda was approved without change.  

4.  Approval of minutes of the 2016 AGM was moved by Allan Haan, 

seconded by Brian Tansley, carried. 

5.  Approval of 2016 Financial Statements, as presented by Treasurer Grace 

Thrasher, was moved by Tara Lanouette, seconded by Klaus Beltzner, carried.  

Grace Thrasher expressed appreciation to Mike Taylor for auditing the 

financial statements. 



 

 

6.  President’s Report: Klaus Beltzner expressed his appreciation for the 

privilege of serving as President of the MVCA for 5 years.  He thanked the 

Rideau-Goulbourn and Osgoode councillors, who share responsibility for the 

Manotick area.  He noted the positive relationships established between the 

MVCA and other community associations, and thanked their leaders.  He 

reviewed the plans that the MVCA had tabled at the 2016 AGM and noted 

that all targets but one – the restriction of heavy trucks on Bridge Street – 

had been achieved.  He thanked the many volunteers who work on MVCA 

events for providing excellent activities for the community to enjoy. 

7.  Election of Board Officers: nominees were Grace Thrasher as President, 

Theresa Roberts as Vice-President for Events, Leeanne VanderBurgt as 

Secretary, Tara Lanouette as Treasurer.  There being no nominations from the 

floor, Allan Haan moved and John Harrison seconded that nominations be 

closed.  All nominees were elected by acclamation.    

Judy Beltzner introduced the full new board including, in addition to those 

just elected, Andrea Strawbridge continuing as Vice President for 

Communication, Giulio Maffini continuing as Director for Advocacy, John 

Harrison as Director for Road Safety, Brian Stemmler as Director for 

Membership, Al Smith as Director-at-Large and Klaus Beltzner as Past 

President.  

Grace Thrasher and Andrea Strawbridge presented gifts and certificates of 

recognition to retiring board members Klaus Beltzner, Judy Beltzner and Brian 

Tansley. 

8.  Bridge Street Multiple Use Pathway presentation: Ann Selfe (City of 

Ottawa) and Jessie Boulet (Stantec) presented plans for the pathway, which 

would accommodate cyclists and pedestrians.  Their presentation was posted 

on the MVCA website after the meeting.  Questions from the floor indicated 

that support for the pathway, as currently planned, was mixed.  Residents 

continue to have serious safety concerns about large trucks on Bridge Street, 



 

 

especially those carrying roof trusses that overhang the entire sidewalk and 

will overhang the planned pathway as well. 

  

9. Town Hall discussion on the Revitalization of Manotick’s Core: after some 

clarification of the area considered to be core, residents shared ideas in small 

groups and then reported them back to plenary.  Concerns and suggestions 

clustered in a few areas: 

• Consult others: consider thriving villages and districts, e.g. Merrickville, 

Almonte, Hintonburg – what draws people there? Maybe hire a paid 

professional to provide advice. 

• Involve stakeholders: ask residents where they shop and what draws 

them there; consider the impact of on-line shopping, especially for 

younger residents who are key to Manotick’s future. 

• Focus on local residents: create more community awareness of the 

importance of shopping locally; encourage people who live here to do 

so; provide more parking; make sidewalks and store entrances more 

accessible for strollers and wheelchairs, and open longer for people 

who are at work during regular business hours; provide lighting on the 

path from Mahogany to the Mews so it is safer to use after dusk. 

• Create a plan for Main Street and beyond: poll people to find out what 

kind of businesses they want and develop a plan to attract those 

businesses, maybe offering tax breaks as incentives. 

• Draw people from other areas to the village: make Manotick an 

attractive destination, different from downtown; have unique shops and 

services; promote an entire Manotick experience; we might be fearing 

big-box stores too much – they might actually draw people into 

Manotick. 

• Leverage technology – update on-line presence and image; make 

MVCA and MBIA websites more mobile-friendly. 

Councillor Moffatt was asked to respond to what he had heard: 



 

 

• Secondary plan lays out what’s permitted – it’s up to residents to take 

the initiative to make those things happen. 

• Building at Bridge and Main has been redesigned – can’t change shape 

due to setbacks but appearance is being softened. 

• The corner diagonally across will eventually be developed too; cost of 

soil remediation is high so developer may ask for permission to build 

higher than three stories. 

• New buildings will bring more people into the core: growth sustains 

communities. 

• Manotick, Richmond and Greely have sufficient capacity for growth 

within their boundaries for many years to come; policies encourage 

development in their cores; no need to fear expansion of urban 

boundary. 

10.  Grace Thrasher thanked all the participants, and adjourned the meeting at 

9:05 p.m.  


